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Abraham  Lincoln's 
Contemporaries 


John  Jay  Jackson 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


JACKSON,    "THE    IRON   JVDQE." 


HIS     COURAGEOUS     SPEECH     AGAINST     SECESSION 
LED    TO    HIS    APPOINTMENT    BV    LINCOLN. 

Lfcersourg,  W.  Va     correspondence  of  The  Chi- 
cago   Record-Herald.  .  t     rebelllon  and 

1     "AU  my ,^\KoverSm°ePnPrid  was  opposed  to  ; 

'^StJM  «  call  nun  her.  It  - 
an  eloquent  appeal  for  ttie  un  A0^*™ 

Jackson  his  Judgeship  at  J«  A  as  r  had  t 
-Lincoln.  The  story  °,t„,'.« hie  judge,  is  a  most  in- 
K  the  lips  of; the  yenera  We  J  UQg  .  Qf  secess,0n 
-terestlng   one.     When   the   "la>-  Jackson  was 

'rinrkened   the  nations  sky      i  ^        ..      towri,   then 

before   him  he   was  a    wnxs»  ■  ,n  1852  and 

•He  was  an  elector  on  the   wnl£  "' .dpntial  Elector 
,^.Wand   in  I860   wa* .chosen   a ;  P  «  ^  vlrg,    , 
''When  the  Ball  and  Everett  «ck  Rlchnlond  to 

fin  December  of  thf  >e«r  ^mbl,r  of  the  Electoral 
Se^Thl  ^UsVteSga^e\lTe  to  an  incident  which 
iS'and^^e'ner^o^hln^n/r^.story  of, 

I'his  country.  Virginia  capital   gave   a  ban- 

I  The  citizens  of  the  Vlrg" laElec't(>rs.  This  young 
Boat  in  honor  of  the   wmg   ^  Northwest  Vir- 

i  of  sovereign  States     x  ne" «  '      new  idea;  and 

^JlfCSed  "to  W sglch  after  speech 

Slfle  in  "avo?  of  section,  W  tide  *a*  run- 

Strong  that  way.  h,     blood    was   hot 

ien  Jackson's  htu"Ve*controllea   himself   and 

indignation,    but    he   «nm™        of  ^  pa8 

edv.?aimhy-  h*d  to  flee    and  realized  the  need 
which  he  had  to  race    an 

*7*2ft*3&£  couldbe  convpared  to  a  family. 
Jue    his  ,?rd«  8L|8t0clymand8   were   disobeyed,    it 

fve^affin°ofThae8  S^g? every  foot  of  soil,  was 
Ife^.m*.  She'esreinntevor  of  coercion!"   cried    a 

t^^ibrSinU-ffiiSd 

Ellr***  hmei"urf  of  quiet  was  restored,  and 
WB&  -erc^^'^ov^ergntater.  a  voice 
KR  "0  such  thing  as  a  sovereigr .Stated 
Leteime0srtrevolvtng  Ireundlhe  cental  sun,  which 
KSS^MWrfc  -  ba^uet 
-Would  Vu1  coPerr0cer-  South    Carolina?"    yelled    a 

f^t0hfs°sTse  mmgfef*  with  cries  of  -Pull  him 
RSim^jffiatTSll  YOU  can't  pull  me  down!" 
^henaVeaphraSeSoferthe    words    of    Old    Hickory 

K^i^w  tunnfnr  h^y.  the  bold 
sked     "Are  you  the  sons  of  the  cavaliers    gallant 

gffSKS?  J?«  !.=  8  iSS.i'SlA.'lE 
p3|  K'H  •fe,?'«E"i  ?SP«S! 

o  complain  of,  anjway.    ,a"™law      Tney    lo8t    few 

^^hbecaXf-tUhJyVhadBlattary.and   between    them 

nd    the   North.     The   county   from   which    he  came 

nnnn   the   Ohio   River,    had    lost   more  slaves   than 

afl    of    the    Astern     part    or    the    State.     His    own 

Oner's    Plantation     had     lost    more     than     all     the 

^Stations   "long    the    James    and    the    Kappahan- 

"The    people   of    my    part   of   the   State   have   un- 


i  And  I  say  to  you  here   and  now,   that   if  the  state  > 
fat    Virginia    secedes    from    ihe    Union,    as    sure    as 
Ithere  if  a  God   In   heaven     Northwest   Virginia    will 
becede  from   the  State  of  Virginia!'  • 

R  Like  a  bolt  of  thunder  from  a  clear  sky  came 
t'this  declaration,  bold  and  prophetic.  It  threw  the 
^'assemblage  into  an  indescribable  uproar.  Rut  it 
p'set  in  motion  the  waves  of  thought  which  at  one 
K'time  promised  to  hold  the  Old  Dominion  in  the 
feUnion  To  this  day  it  is  believed  by  many  he 
UBatJ^n  to  so  out  was  not  fauiy  carried  ni  the 
secession  convention,  but  was  worked  through  by 
a  fraudulent  count  of  the  votes.  .„„u„« 

In  those  days  there  were  few  stenographers. 
Speeches  were  rarely  reported  In  full.  But  an  im- 
perfect account  of  Jackson's  courageous  address 
was  printed  in  "The  New-York  Herald.  It  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Lincoln.  Jackson  was 
summoned  to  Washington  and  asked  to  take  tne 
United  States  Judgeship.  "You  are  the  man  we 
want  and  must  have,"  said  Lincoln;  a  born  Vir- 
ginian who  can  make  a  speech  like  that  at  Kicn- 
mond  Is  the  man  we  need  on  the  bench."  Jackson 
demurred.  He  was  doing  well  with  his  law  prac- 
tice. The  salary  of  the  judgeship  was  only  u,«S 
a  year.  He  asked  two  or  three  days  for  considera- 
tion, and  while  he  was  considering  the  President 
sent  his  nomination  to  the  Senate,  and  It  was  con-. 

Forty-one  years  ago  on  August  3  Mr.  Lincoln 
signed  the  commission.  Judge  Jackson  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  Federal  bench.  It  Is  said, 
and  probablv  with  truth,  that  he  has  tried  more 
cases  than  any  other  man  that  ever  sat  In  a 
United  States  court.  John  Marshall  and  Stephen 
J.  Field  sat  thirty-four  years  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  Judge  Jackson  is  seven  years  past  their 
mark,  and  bids  fair  to  be  in  harness  for  many. 
years   to  come.  LimSf 

NEW- YORK   DA1£Y   TRIBUNE^ 
J&EpNESDAY.  -AUGUST    6,    19(U 


